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NEWS 1–Visit to North Wales 9/10/11.10.2002

 This is a note on my visit to Meirionydd with various gleanings and discoveries about the family of Felenrhyd.etc

1. Bryncyfergid
Baptismal records from Llan Ffestiniog Church

27.2.1836    Jane  the daughter of Pierce and Gwen ( nee Jones)Edwards of Cwm (Cynfal) Gwen was the sister of Sarah (nee Jones) Davies, Felenrhyd Fawr


24.3.1638    Morris                     son          ditto


24.1.1841    Edward Joseph                      ditto


26.11.1842  Pierce                                      ditto

2. Mor decai

3.10. 1732 Margaretta   filia Mor decai Griffith & Catherine Uxoris(wife)

( no connection is seen)

3.2.1732      Jane   filia (dau)  Mor decai Jones & Gwen Uxoris. This is an addition which has to be made to the Mor decai family see FelRh068 family (B). Jane was a beneficiary of Ann Tudor’s will of 1747

3. Garreg Fawr/Tanygrisiau/Dyffryn Clwyd

The census of 1841 for Ffestiniog ( Tanygrisiau) was examined in detail and it revealed the following:-

No 1 Wrysgafn Fawr William Williams        28      Quarryman  Born in County


                       Lowry    Williams        30                                    “

                                   Margaret (1)  “                     1 (born ca. 1840)      “                                 

                                   Hugh Hughes                23

                                   Richard Morris              33

This is our Lowry, the daughter of Margaret (nee Prichard ) and David Williams and born at Garregfawr in 1810. In 1841, there were seven families/houses ( numbered 1 to 7) at Wrysgafn fawr. Note also that on 2.2.1849 Lowry, a widow, was married to a Richard Roberts, both living at Wrysgafn fawr , Tanygrisaiau.  Another Margaret (2) was born to Lowry (nee Williams) on the 10th.6.1849 at Fronoleu, Ffestiniog (Tanygrisiau). Sheelagh noted that the census of 1861 for Pen ucha Aberwheeler (Denbighshire) shows the parents RR,& LR and  the children, Margaret(2) (born at Ffestiniog, Denbighshire(sic)) age 11 and John, her brother aged 8. What happened to the first husband, William Williams, and Margaret  (1)?  No record of their burial was found. They should be recorded in the R.O. in Blaenau Ffestiniog.

About half a mile away, at Penybont, Tanygrisaiu we see one of Lowry’s brother and his family.

      William Davies aged 25 ?(30)       (Born at Garreg fawr in 1811)

       Jane           “               30         (nee Griffiths & born at Penmorfa)

      David                            3

       Ann                              1          (grandmother of Aunty May Pengroes)

 Note there is a different William Davies living at Caeglas 

We found no trace of Richard Davies,(Hhead/ Caergybi) ,their other brother, at Tanygrisiau in 1841. A search was also made for Margaret Prichard/Williams,their mother, (she would be aged 62 in 1841) but without any result. Sarah Jones Bryncyfergid and Griffith Davies were not married until September 1841 and would therefore not appear in the Tanygrisiau Census of spring 1841. We noted that there were a row of houses called Tai Isaf at Tanygrisiau where, Mary, one of Sarah & Griffith Davies’ children was born.

4. On Thursday 10th October, Edgar and I went with our cameras to visit Tyddyn Gwyn, (where the Mor decais were weaving ca 1695 OS 630 428) and Gelli Goch Isaf ( where W. Davies, Brynderwen and his family lived from ca.1853 to ca.1873.OS 626 428)

The present Tyddyn Gwyn dates about 1850 and is being lived in. The farm land is being farmed with Dinas farm. We were interested in the old house which is adjacent and dates from an earlier period.. As can be seen from the photographs half of the corrugated iron roof has blown off. The wool loft, where the Mor decais kept their wool, has been taken down. The oak roof trusses are sound. There were remains of a fire place and a stone staircase to be seen. In the  1950s Edgar used to work here for David Jones?, as a young farmer servant/ shepherd.

We made our way towards Garreg Goch Uchaf and we stopped by a ruinous  building (OS 629 429). It had, at one time, been one ‘room’ but later divided into two and the slate roof re-pitched. The walls were built of massive stones, as can be seen from the photos. Some of the doors had been built up and the building used as a sheep fold; as the tally marks could be seen by the door.  (see Photo) We wondered whether this building was the workhouse (workshop) which  Mor decai John refers to in his will. It did not look as if it had been a cowshed as the adjacent farms have their own cowsheds. Nearby, a spring is shown on the map.

5. Gelli Goch Isaf
From the cart track that leads from Gelli Goch Uchaf, we walked westwards and down hill across two fields to reach Gelli Goch Isaf.- it is by the foot of a small hill. The house and its buildings are in a very ruinous state with only the walls standing. The gable end, where the fireplace used to be, has collapsed. Sizable  trees are growing in the small house. There are a number of contiguous  buildings, such as :- cowshed, barn, buttery, workshop. Separately there is a stable and pigsties. There is evidence also of a horse circle where a horse gear was used to churn or chaff cutting and possibly drive some joiner’s machinery; via shaft through holes to various buildings. There were no signs that the farm had been electrified. A few yards from the front door at the bottom of the rock there was the evidence of the remains of a small well. Emanating from the farm was also evidence of the roads and paths in three directions. The map shows the prime access going across the field and downhill, towards the road to Garreg Fawr road.  George Williams , Edgar’s father, used to cut the hay with a scythe there in the 1930s. The last family to live there were the Evans?, they were joiners; but they left to live at Croesor village, ca 1941 A number of photographs were taken.

 Edgar and I loitered and we were well behind  Gwenda’s schedule for lunch and wall papering!

6. Cynfal Fawr

In the evening I visited Cynfal Fawr ( Edgar had other commitments at Las Ynys Fawr) with the local Gwynedd Family Roots. We were given a short talk on the history of the place and it’s occupants. It was followed by a tour of the house and   a buffet. It was a well attended meeting. Our grandmother’s ( Laura Davies aged 11) family lived at Cynfal Fawr, in 1871

7. Glaslyn
On Tuesday,on my way back from Harlech to Preston, I called to see Angela & Arfon Owen at Trawsfynydd, as promised. I knew I was at the right house when “ Glaslyn – less beard” opened the front door. Angela had gone out shopping. Arfon and I chatted diversely about our common interest of “hel achau” and aeroplanes, until Angela came in.  They showed me their collection of scrapbooks, photos and their work which they had compiled. Here in one room was a wealth of information worth of any archivist, on Glaslyn ancestors and descendents. I had a meal (in both senses) with them. A special meeting on Glaslyn ‘s collection may be a good idea. It would be interesting also to publish some of their work in the local paper or the Journal of Merioneth History Society

.

8 Bryfdir ( & D.D.Williams)
 I have made no real progress on Bob Owen’s statement that William Lewis was Bryfdir’s great grandfather and hence a relative of Ap Glaslyn. I wonder if BOC has got it wrong here. Bryfdir might be related through marriage to Glaslyn. If we look at Ceiri Griffiths (54) and in particular at Elinor - nee Jones - ( Glaslyn’s wife from Beddgelert), we see that she had two brothers,William,’Bleddyn’, John  b 10.4.1836 and two sisters ,Elizabeth & Catherine. This John Jones could be Bryfdir’s father.- a possibility! It needs researching first. We need the marriage details of a Mary Roberts (father Robert Roberts) and John Jones (father possibly John Jones) - circa 1866- Llanfrothen or Ffestiniog area (could be Namor/Beddgelert). John would be aged about 30 in 1866, when he might have married, Mary.

 This still leaves Rev. D.D.Williams; where does he fit in ?
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